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SAY WHAT? LOCAL RESIDENT 
TO TEACH ENGLISH IN NIGERIA 
DAYTON, Ohio -- While most college graduates were 
interviewing for jobs or applying to graduate schools, LaShea 
Smith was finishing up her four-year internship at the city 
of Dayton's Office of Management and Budget and applying for 
a teaching position in West Africa. 
"For a while I tried to find a cassette tape or something 
like that, but there's no 'introductory Yoruba' anywhere," 
says Smith, a 1991 University of Dayton graduate who leaves 
next week for Nigeria, where she will spend two months 
learning the language before teaching English for a year. 
"My biggest fear is that I'm going to get over there and 
think I know what I'm talking about and offend someone--and 
I'm thinking I'm saying hello," says Smith, who will travel 
through International Christian Youth Exchange. "And the 
sign language is also different. Patting the kids on the 
head is a bad thing over there. I'm talking a total cultural 
adjustment." 
A graduate of Meadowdale High School, Smith raised $4,750 
for the trip from local individuals and groups, such as the 
Mount Enon Baptist Church. She says she is keeping an open 
mind about what she will encounter. 
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LaShea Smith: Page 2 
"Being an international studies major exposed me to a lot 
of different cultures, ways of thinking and ways of life. 
The problems that the world has experienced have come down 
to, basically, cultural differences. And part of what I want 
to contribute is to break down that ignorance between 
cultures." 
Smith, who hopes to eventually teach European and African 
history at the college level or enter the corporate world, 
plans to study Africa's history and current affairs while in 
Nigeria. 
"I think with my age group there is a movement to 
recapture what African history is all about." 
But anti-malarial tablets won't be the only pill she'll 
have to swallow, Smith said. 
"I'm a pretty outspoken female, and I wondered, 'Will I 
be burned at the stake if I continue to do that when I get to 
Nigeria?'" A Nigerian friend told her that speaking out 
might not always be culturally acceptable for a woman. 
"When I go to church, I have to have my head and face 
• 
covered .. And this is a Christian community," Smith notes. 
"The sexual revolution hasn't quite hit Africa yet." 
As for her other plans? 
Since Nigerian staple foods are yams, rice and cassava (a 
root), "I'm thinking about taking about 30 cans of tuna with 
me, or pop tarts." 
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For media interviews, call LaShea Smith at work at 443-3750 
(through Wedne~day) or at home at 278-5247. She leaves 
Dayton on Monday, July 22. 
